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Att. Mr. Richard Metzke

Walkerville Ratepayers and Residents Association (Inc)

Promontory Views Estate

33 Seaview Drive

Walkerville Vic. 3956

Dear Richard,

Walkerville Environmental Kit

The Walkerville Progress Association (WPA) commends the Ratepayers (WRRA) and Friends (FOW) for putting together an informative Environmental Kit, made up with brochures etc. from various sources. This should lead to a greater understanding of the diverse local environmental issues.

While having no argument with the broad environmental issues raised in this kit, the WPA believes that in relation to the needs of the community, owners, residents, campers, boaters, visitors etc that it presents part of the picture.
Our members believe that there is a need to recognize and support a wider range of activities that can cater for the needs of the whole community. At Walkerville, the vast majority of these needs are and will remain recreational. Although these activities get a mention in the Ratepayers / Friends brochure the emphasis is very much on only environmental and passive usage. 

The Walkerville Progress Association focus is on people and people activities. It strongly believes in supporting activities that give visitors and residents the best opportunities to follow the recreation or interest of their choosing. Walkerville is a beautiful place which has the capacity to bring great enjoyment to all that go there. Whilst acknowledging environmental issues and that there may be always a need to have some regulations or restrictions, there still can be a far better balance achieved than at present.

We are very privileged in having thousands of hectares of bush land, many kilometres of coastline, beautiful beaches and a bay, that north of Sandy Point in the east to Bear Gully in the west, is possibly the safest bay on the Victorian coast because of the lack of shoals or treacherous currents.

All of the above provides the community an opportunity to experience and enjoy a very wide range of activities at Walkerville.

The caravan park provides very good amenities and management in an idyllic setting on the beachfront.  However, the remainder of the foreshore amenities and facilities need a lot of improvement.

Improvement does not need to take place at the detriment to the environment and, many improvements can be made that will enhance and give greater enjoyment.

For example the Environmental Kit brochure mentions painting and screening of dwellings, yet the hall and toilet at Nth Walkerville have been completely ignored.  The planting and maintenance of some low bushes and shrubs could have made a big improvement.  Poor amenities or facilities do not encourage visitors to stay or return. While this may be the outcome desired by some, the majority want better facilities, both visual and practical. The foreshore should be place of great pride to locals. It can be a place to showcase a community that wishes to share and provide a very pleasurable experience for all that come here.  

A classic example of what can and will happen if the current obsession with restriction and environment protection continues is, The Gap at Waratah. 

This was a low key camping ground that provided over many years considerable enjoyment for a lot of people. This was closed for a number of reasons among which were.

· Lack of will by the Shire to remain as the land managers

· Interests of some local landowners who did not want it to continue for a variety of reasons (some pecuniary) but mainly because they do not want others to come there.

· Pressure from environmental groups to, ostensibly, preserve this and everything that they can get their hands on for future generations, overlooking the fact that future generations will never now know the delights of camping at The Gap. 

· Lack of will by Parks/DS&E to do something because it is so much easier to do nothing and the pay goes on just the same.

There has been comment in recent times from the Ratepayers and Friends about a walking track that would continue from Roscrea Cres. to the beach. This track was approved but effectively scuttled for virtually the same reasons as The Gap with the exception of Shire involvement. This track can be opened and provide immeasurable  pleasure to many. It can be done by the support of all interested parties. Those that may now oppose it now because of potential environmental damage may have their fears allayed if it can be shown that proper measures to protect will be put in place.

At Bear Gully there are more and more restrictions being put in place. How much longer will it be before it all becomes too hard for Parks and it is saved environmentally and given over to Cape Ivy, Blackberries and Rabbits?

The Ratepayers and Friends have achieved many good results for the betterment and improvements at Walkerville, among them:

A new track and lookout between Prom View Estate and the caravan park when DS&E closed the then existing track and lookout. This new track was only made possible by the resolve and cooperation of all organizations at Walkerville at that time.  At the time that this track was put in there were environmental concerns about the damage that may occur to the bush. A walk along this track will show that these views have been unfounded. 

It may be added that the old track and lookout were closed without any consultation with local organizations.

There was a move in 1996 to close the track from North to South, for what reason nobody was told. Only intervention from the Ratepayers at that time prevented its closure.

Too often in the past things have not been done because of “what might happen” which is only a scare tactic by those that do not want change, without spending the time and effort on studies that have a reasonable chance of finding out “what will happen,” Little or no improvement for good will occur unless positive processes are used to carry out investigations.  Studies do not have to cost thousands of dollars but do need to be carried out by fair minded persons that are prepared to put the good of the community and Walkerville before their own personal prejudices and preferences.

The Progress Association and its members believe that there is a better way and to this end seeks to meet with all groups in an endeavour to initiate, promote and arrive at outcomes that gives the maximum positive enjoyment to the majority of the community and are still environmentally sound.

We look forward to a response from your committee and perhaps a suggested date and time for a meeting to expand and support issues and ideas that we may have in common if this should be of interest to you.

Yours sincerely,

Steve Graham

President

