26 February 2007

Tim Pallas MP



Minister for Roads and Ports

GPO Box 2797

Melbourne VICTORIA 3001

Dear Sir,



        Re. Walkerville Boat Ramp


I refer to a recent press release by V.R Fish (February 15th 2007) Condemning the Walkerville Foreshore Committee for its constant opposition to safe boat launching facilities.


The Walkerville Progress Association mission Statement can be found on our website on www.walkervilleprogress.org Our charter is very simply to provide a voice for all visitors to Walkerville, not only the landowners (20%) environmentalists (5%) and boating enthusiasts (20%). The WPA is not philosophically committed to a boat ramp but rather what the genuine majority view of the 17000 annual users of Walkerville might see.


We have had a holiday house at Walkerville since 1952 and I have been going there each year There is no doubt in the mind of the association that the genuine majority of visitors to Walkerville would like to see a proper boat ramp at Walkerville North which would make it safer to launch and retrieve boats and just as importantly, separate the current Boat-Trailer/ Pedestrian traffic conflict on the beach. The opposition to any form of boat ramp development comes from environmental groups who feel that almost any development at Walkerville of any nature will ruin the place. How can you argue with comments such as “some Paleozoic rocks have a high geological significance and should be left intact as important natural heritage artifacts.” The whole of the earths crust is rock and just sometimes we humans have to interfere with some of them in the course of our daily lives!


The other prominent group of objections is local landowners who genuinely feel that Walkerville is best looked after by discouraging visitors who may disrupt their peaceful lifestyle. These are selfish views, but nevertheless predominate in the local area. The real reason there is no boat ramp at Walkerville is that the foreshore committee (9 people) and their masters at the D S &E have consistently stated they don’t want it – full stop. No amounts of technical reports, surveys, commentary opinions, comments or otherwise will change their mind. The have outlived and thwarted previous ministers in previous Governments and are representative of a strong local N.I.M.B.Y attitude that has bent over backwards to stop the wind towers at Bald Hills which your government supports.


The foreshore committee and DS&E office in Traralgon will continue to thwart any 
efforts to provide safe boating facilities at Walkerville, that meet the standards of Marine Safety Victoria unless your Government stands up to them and commits to a genuine independent survey by arms length tourism consultants that analyse the needs of all user groups at Walkerville.

Yours respectfully



Steve Graham


President

