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Mobile 0418 314 035

18th September, 2006
The Editor
Foster Mirror
72 Main Street
Foster  Vic  3960
Dear Sir/ Madam,
Re: Walkerville Fiasco
I am writing to you as President of the Walkerville Progress Association offering alternative views on what’s happening at Walkerville with the DS & E, Foreshore committee and other groups.
The apparent major issue on the table at Walkerville is regarding a proposal for a boat ramp resulting from a $50,000 study commissioned by the foreshore committee with the support of the DS & E.  The state of play is that the DS & E and their unelected agents on the foreshore committee have lined up with the land owner and environmental interests against the Marine Safety Victoria, the boat club and the boating and fishing enthusiasts.

This has been an ongoing saga for ten years and it’s time this fiasco was taken out of the hands of the DS & E and the management of the foreshore committee transferred to the Shire of South Gippsland.

The real issue on the table is the lack of representation for the majority of stakeholders.  That is the people who use Walkerville, there are about 200 landowners in the Walkerville area, (of which I am fortunate enough to be one) to have a voice through the Walkerville Ratepayers Association.  The boat club (WBAC) actively represents the views of the majority of boat users at Walkerville.  The ones that are totally without a voice are the 15,000 plus annual visitors who stay or visit Walkerville each year.  

The DS & E and their personally appointed foreshore committee have no interest in the views of the majority of users.
Walkerville for the past ten years has been represented by the narrow sectional views of local landowners, DS&E appointed bureaucrats and narrow-minded environmental groups.  To illustrate a point of view, one only has to look at the lack of facilities at South Walkerville a supposed historical draw card, where there is a substandard toilet, no picnic or seating facilities or BBQ’s or anything that big could be construed as an amenity.  Walkerville is a beautiful place, and nobody wants to see it destroyed. But the current defacto policy of running the facilities into the ground in an effort to discourage tourists is unacceptable.
The DS&E have proved they are incapable of managing Walkerville and if they continue on the way that they are going we will see all low-level camping at Bear Gully banned.  A ban on all boating at Walkerville and perhaps a utopian environmentalist dream of closure of the camping ground and a boom gate at the top of the hill to keep everyone else out of Walkerville but the property owners.  
I’ve been coming to Walkerville since 1952 when my Aunt bought our current property from the Crown Lands Department.  We don’t want to see the place ruined, but we are  incensed at the attempts by the radical Green lobbies in the area who want to deny ordinary Victorian families a safe and happy holiday experience.

The boat ramp is the tip of the iceberg – the lack of representation and government by a ruling elite who have little regard for the views of the majority is the real issue.  We believe similar issues involved at the DS&E and the Surf Coast Shire regarding foreshore activities.
Now is the time for the government to call off the hounds and let common sense prevail. This is best done by transferring management responsibilities of the foreshore committee at Walkerville to the South Gippsland Shire who is far more accustomed to transparency and openness than the DS&E will ever be. The Foreshore Committee with proper direction from an elected organization more 
attune to the needs of the wider Victorian committee would achieve a lot more than they are able to under their DS & E masters.
Yours Faithfully

Steven Graham

President

Walkerville Progress Association 

